TERRE HAUTE - MAYORS 


Elijah Tillotson, May 5, 1838-Susn. 
Dr. Marcus Hitchcock Aug. 10, 1838-Jun 
Britain M. Harrisen June 4, 1839-Feb. 
February 9, 1843, the office of Mayor 
special act of the Legislature, 
enforced by magistrates and all the 
office were transferred to the President 
Council. 
Under the new constitution of the 


general law was 


enacted by 
the incorporation of cities. 


the 


William K. Edwards, May 30, 1853-55 
James Hook, 1855-1856 
Chambers Y. Patterson, 1856-60 
William H. Stewart, 1860-63 
Albert Lange, 1863-1867 
Grafton F. Cookerly, 1867-71 
Alexander Thomas, 1871-75 
James B. Edmunds, 1875-77 
Henry Fairbanks, 1877-78 
Joseph M. Wildy, 1878-79 
Benjamin F. Haven, 1879-81 
James B. Lyne, 1881-83 
William H. Armstrong, 1883-85 
Jacob Kolsem, 1885-89 
Frank C. Danaldson, (R) 1889-91 
James M. Allen, 1891-92 
Henry Griswold, 1892 
Frederick A. Ross, (R) 1892-98 
Henry C. Steeg, 1898-1904 
Edwin H. Bidaman, (R) 1904-06 
Frank M. Buckingham, 1906 

(Finished Bidamans term.) 
James Lyons, (D) 1906-10 
Louis A. Gerhardt, (D) 1910-14 
Donn M. Roberts, (D) 1914 to 2-23-15 
James Murrell Gossom, (D) 2-23-15 to 1918 

(youngest ) 
Charles R. Hunter, (R) 1918-22 
Ora D. Davis, (R) 1922-30 
Wood J. Posey, (D) 1930-35 
5 yr. term by Gov. McNutt 

Samuel Beecher, (R) 1935-39 
Joseph P. Duffy, (D) 1939-43 
Vernon Ream McMillan, (R) 1943-48 

(ext to 5 years by State Legislature) 
Ralph Tucker, (D) 1948-68 
Leland Larrison, (R) 1968-72 
William Brighton, (D) 1972-80 
Pete Chalos, (D) 1980- 
xEarlier Information from Bradsby, H.C. 
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was abolished 
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other duties of 
the Common 


state of 
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Approved June 18, 


History of Vigo County 


and Jerse, Terre Haute, A 


TERRE HAUTE - MAYORS 


Elidah Tiliotson May 5. 1838-8u0. 10. 15636 

Dr. Marcus Hitchcock Aug. 10, 1838-June 1839 

Britain M. Harrison June 4, 18359-Feb, 5. 1843 
February 9, 1843, the office of Mayor was abolished by 8 
special act of the Legislature, the ordinances were to be 
enforced by magistrates and all the other duties of that 
office were transferred to the President of the Common 
Council. 
Under the new constitution of the state of Indiana. a 
general law was enacted by the Legislature. providing for 
the incorporation of cities. Approved June 18, 1852. 

William K. Edwards, May 30, 1853-55 

James Hook, 1855-1856 

Chambers Y. Patterson, 1856-60 

William H. Stewart, 1860-63 

Albert Lange, 1863-1867 

Grafton F. Cookerly, 1867-71 

Alexander Thomas, 1871-75 

James B. Edmunds, 1:9 7 4 

Henry Fairbanks, 1877-78 

Joseph M. Wildy, 1878-79 

Benjamin F. Haven, 1879-81 

James B. Lyne, 1881-83 

William H. Armstrong, 1883-85 

Jacob Kolsem, 1885-89 

Frank C. Danaldson, (R) 1889-91 

James M. Allen, 1891-92 

Henry Griswold, 1892 

Frederick A. Ross, (R) 1892-98 

Henry C. Steeg, 1898-1904 

Edwin H. Bidaman, (R) 1904-06 

Frank M. Buckingham, 1906 

(Finished Bidamans term.) 

James Lyons, (0) 1906-10 

Louis A. Gerhardt, (0) 1910-14 

Donn M. Roberts, (D) 1914 to 2-23-15 

James Murrell Gossom, (D) 25 ρολ. το 7918 
( youngest) 

Charles R. Hunter, (R) 1918-22 

Ora D. Davis, (R) 1922-30 

Wood J. Posey, (0) 1930-35 
5 yr. term by Gov. McNutt 

Samuel Beecher, (R) 1935-39 

Joseph P. Duffy, (D) 1939-43 

Vernon Ream McMillan, (R) 1943-48 

(ext to 5 years by State Legislature) 

Ralph Tucker, (D) 1948-68 

Leland Larrison, (R) 1968-72 

William Brighton, (0) 1972-80 

Pete Chalos, (D) 1980- 

Earlier Information from Bradsby, H.C. History of Vigo County 
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s, Typed from fading, brittle typed and hand-written copy. 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


Feb. 7, 1984 


Community Affairs File 
MAYORS OF TERRE HAUTE 


May, 1838 - Elijah Tillotson - resigned Aug. 10, 1838 

Sept. 9, 1838 - Dr. Marcus Hitchcock, elected - resigned June, 1839 
June 4, 1839 - Brittain M. Harrison 

Jan., 1840,1841,1842 - and 1843 re-elected 


Feb, 9, 1843 - office of mayor abolished by spec act of st. leg 


May 30, 1852 - (1st city election) (Wm. H. Edwards (Legal Adviser 
to C. Rose.) 


City Rec . Bk. 1 P. 1 Total votes 


752 Edwards 573 vs. 
B. M. Harrison 179) 


1853 Wm. H. Edwards 
1854 Wm. H. Edwards 


1855 May 7 - James Hook 

1856 Chambers Y. Patterson 

1857 7 

1858 p 

1859 ۳ 

1860 ۷ Special Election Nov. 19, 1860- Wm. H. Stewart elected to 
fill unexpired term ΟΥΡ who resigned to become Circuit Coutt 
Judge 

1861 - MAY - Wm. H. Stewart reelected. 


1862 Wm. H. Stewart 

1863 Wm. H. Stewart served till May 9,1863 
1864 Albert Lange 

1865 Albert Lange elected - Repub (Union) 


1866 Albert Lange 

1867 Col. Grafton F. Cookerly elected. Demo. 

1868 G. F. Cookerly ---Ch. of Police Allen Alloway the patrolman 
1869 G. F. Cookerly 

1870 ? 

1871 G. F. Cookerly --Ch. of Police Dan'l Cfove 

1872 Alexander Thomas - R. 


1873 Alexander Thomas 
1874 Alexander Thomas -- Ch. of Police G. W. Shewmaker 


1875 " " 
1876 James B. Edmunds - D - Ch. of Police Geo. VM, Shevmaker 


" " 1 " " 


1877 Hon. Henry Fairbanks 
( 1877 - Edmunds d. 2 mos. after re-el. 


Henry Fairbanks (R) el. to fill vacancy. 
Six ex-mayors acted as pallbearers at E. funeral. 
After serving 9 mos. of his term, Mayor F. d. Apr. 8, 1878) 


11100 0۳۷۳۲ 011 


Community Aiiaus rue 


2 Mayors of T.H. 
1878, - May - 7 - Wm. K. Edwards (elected to fill vacancy of above who 
Joseph M. Wilby (N) died) 
1879 Benjamin F. Havens (D) M.W. Stack 
1880 " " " 


1881 James B. Lyne (R) Russell 


1882 James B. Lyne Ch. of Police 


- Harry Russell 
1883 W. H. Armstrong (R) 3 


- C. E, Vandever 
Fasig 
1885 Jacob C. Kolsem (D) - Ch. of P. 
1886 " 


1887 0 
1888 " 
1889 " 
Frank C. Danaldson 

1890 2 " ۷ 
1891 3 1 ^ 
1892 Fred A. Ross 
1893 

1894 Ross 
1895 

1896 h 
1897 Ross 
1898 Steeg 
1899 
1900 


1884 W. H. Armstrong  - Dani. 


-- Michael Lawlor 


- Cornelius Meagher 


- Chas. E. Hylhrd 


Henry C. Steeg 
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οἷν“. No cont'd. Mayors Terre Haute page 3 
typed from handwritten copy - Feb, 14, 1984 


Co ı 
mmunity Affairs Fil 
1901 Henry C. Steeg ə 


1۹6 01 - James Lyons 
1904 " M 
Edwin J. Bidaman 29 
1906 Bidaman R - George M. Lints (2) Cy 
1908 James Lyons - Harvey V. Jones 
1910 Louis A. Gerhardt D - John Kotsch 


1912 - Danl. Fasig 


1 = m " DA ۱ = 
τον DEAN ΘΙ, KOBER 72 - nl Fasig 


1915 James M. Gossom R - Sylvester J. Doyle 


1918 Chas. R. Hunter -- John Beattie 
1920 " " 


1922 Ora D, Davis R - John B, Smock 


1931 Wood Posey D 


TOSS) Ν 

193% i 

095 5yrs, odd yr. legislature 
1936 Saml. Beecher R 


1938 " " 
1939 11 " 
1980 dos. P, Duffy 


1942 " 
1944 Vernon R. McMillan R 
1945 J 


ne ۳ 
1947 Ralph Tucker D 
১৯৫ ۱ 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC ۰ 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


STUDENT GÜTDE SHEET 


Mayors: Terre Haute 

The folder contains a section of General Information and several 
separate files on specific mayors. Chronological lists of the mayors are 
available, but they do not always agree on early facts. Below, the stu- 
dent will find a suitable list, with a * marking mayors who are featured 
in tabbed files. 

The folder also has an article about Terre Haute mayors by Dorothy 
Clark and photocopies of portraits of several mayors. "Bi-Partisan 
Machine" is the text of a speech by Will Ball about the 1909-10 election. 
Ball supported the independent candidate, Whitney. 


1838 Elijah Tillotson 

1838-39 r Marcus Hitchcock 

1839-43 Brittain M. Harrison 

1843-53 no mayors: city governed by magistrates & council 
1853-55 William K. Edwards 

1855-56 James Hook 

1856-61 Chambers Y. Patterson 

1861-63 William H. Stewart 

1863-67 Albert Lang 

1867-71 Grafton T. Cookerly 

1871-75 Alexander Thomas 

1875-77 James B. Edmunds 

1877-78 Henry Fairbanks 

1878-79 Joseph Wildy 

1879-81 Benjamin F. Havens 

1881-83 James B. Lyne 

1883-85 William H. Armstrong 

1885-89 Jacob C. Kolsem 

1889 Henry M. Griswold 

1889 James M. Allan 

1889-91 Frank C. Danaldson 

1892-98 Fred A. Ross 

1898-1904 Henry C. Steeg 

1904-06 Edvin H. Bidaman *(impeached) 
1906 Frank M. Buckingham 

1906-10 James Lyons 

1910-14 Louis Gerhardt . 

1914-15 Donn M. Roberts *(convicted of fraud, imprisoned) 
1915-18 James Gossom 

1918-22 Charles R. Hunter 

1922-30 Ora Davis 

1930-35 Wood Posey 

1935-39 Samuel E. Beecher * 

1938-44 Joseph D. Duffy  (obituary in file) 
1944-48 Vernon R. McMillan x 

1948-68 Ralph Tucker * 

1968-72 Leland Larrison * 

1972-80 William Brighton x 

1980-88 -৭ 5 Pete Chalos x 


116 Jan 
PROJECT QUESTIONS AND IDEAS 
Write a paper about the election of 1913 and the “purge” of 1915. 
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reclamation For ‘Victory’ Prayer 


"t£. As Mayor of the city of Terre Haute, and in keeping with a 


resolution of the United States Senate, I do hereby proclaim: 
That on Monday, October 7th and daily thereafter until victor- 
fous peace has come, for one minute beginning at 11 a. m,, all 
activities of all persons in the city of Terre Haute, cease; and that 
said minute be given to meditation and prayer for the victory: 


” and success of our nation and its allies, 


In order to make the Victory Prayer efiective it is reqüested 
that all fire bells, church bells and school bells be: tolled for the 
period of sixty seconds, one minute, AMibginning promptly at 11 a. m. 
and that all factories indicate the beginning of the time so desig- 
nated by two short blasts of the whistle and announce the close of 


_ the interval by one short blast; that all street cars stop and re- 


main standing for the ful] minute; that: all traffic shall be held 
Stationary; and that pedestrians panse and remain with uncovered 
head until the minute has passed; that İn stores, offices and 


- BChools, factories. and homes all work cease for the moment and 


t 
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TERRE HAUTE - MAYORS 


Elijah fillotson. 
Dr. Marcus Hitchcock 
Britain M. Harrison 


February 9, 1843, the 


special act of the 


Council. 


May 5, 
Aug. 10 
June 4, 


Under the new constitution of 


general law was enacted by 
the incorporation of cities. 


William K. Edwards, 
James Hook, 

Chambers Y. Patterson, 
William H. Stewart. 
Albert Lange, 

Grafton F. Cooker ly. 
^lexander Thomas, 

James B. Edmunds. 

Henry Fairbanks, 

Joseph M. Wildy. 
Benjamin F. Havens. 
James, B. Lyne, 

William He Armstrong, 
Jacob €. Kolsem, 

Frank €. Dana cdon, (f) 
James! M. Allen, 

Henry Griswold. 
Frederick A. Ross, (R) 

Henry C. Steeg, 

Edwin H. Bidaman, (R) 

Frank M. Buckingham, 
(Finished Bidamans term.) 

James Lyons, (D) 

Louis ^. Gerhardt, (D) 

Donn M. Roberts, (D) 
James, Murrell Gossom, (D) 

Charles R. Hunter, (R) 
Ora D. Davis, (R) 

Wood J. Posey. (D) 


5 yr. term by Gov. McNutt 


Samuel Beecher. Sr. (R) 
Joseph P. Duffy, (D) 
Vernon Ream McMillan, (R) 


May 30, 
1855-56 
1856-60 
1860-63 
1863-67 
1867-71 
1874 AE 
1875-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 
1879-81 
1881-83 
1883-85 
1885-89 
1889-91 
1891-92 
1892 

1892-98 


all the 
to the 


1838-Aug. 
1838-Tune 1839 
1839-Feb. 
office of Mayor 
Legislature, 
enforced by magistrates and 
office were transferred 


the state of 
the Legislature, 
Approved June 18, 


8 


1898-1904 


1904-06 
1906 


1906-10 
1910-14 
1914 to 
2 2 3 
131855222 
1922-30 
1930735 


“ποις. i 
IO = 3 
1943-48 


2-12 Se 
ی0‎ ۶ 


(ext to 5 years by State legislature) 


Ralph Tucker, (0) 
Leland Larrison, (R) 
William Brighton. (0) 
Pete Chalos, (D) 
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INVENTORY 


Mayor Charles R. Hunter 

Dates: 1917-1921 

Accession Number: 831130A- 

Donor: Unknown 

Description: Six file folders in a document case 


Content and Scope of Collection 


A small collection of letters of congratulations and other correspondence; 
campaign materials; clippings; and a list of 1917 election expenses documents 
the one-term tenure of this Republican mayor of Terre Haute. 


By PAT BARNES 


Tribune Staff Writer 


Pictures of several former 
Mayors of Terre Haute are no 
hanging on the walls in the 
office of Mayor Leland Larri- 
son. 

Mayor Larrison said he found 
the old pictures in a box located 
inside a closet at City Hall and 
decided to clean them up. The 
old pictures were placed in new. 
frames and placed on the west 
and south walls of the mayor's 
office. 

Terre Haute, since being in- 
corporated as a town by the 
Indiana General Assembly in 
January of 1832, to the present 
has had 35 mayors. 

The 1832 act of the Indiana 
General Assembly set up a 
"president and trustees" for the 
town of Terre Haute. The town 
was divided into five wards and 


one trustee was elected by the . ; 


people from each, 


This system of government 
continued until 1838 when an- 


other act by the Indiana Gen- 7 


eral Assembly granted a new 
charter to Terre Haute which 
provided for the election of a 
mayor and 10 councilmen. This 
vote was accepted by local citi- 
zens in March of that year. 


Special Election 


A special election in Terre 
Haute was conducted and in 
May of 1838 Elijah Tillotson was 
elected the first town mayor. 4 

Tillotson resigned the post οἵ 
mayor on Aug. 10, 1838. | 

Another special election was 
held and Dr. Marcus Hitchcock 
was elected town’s mayor in 
September of 1838, only to re- 
sign the post in June of the 
following year. 


Terre Haute | Has Had 35 Mayı 
Since It was Chartered in 183: 


F. Cookerly, Albert 
K. Edwards and Elija 


FORMER TERRE HAUTE MAYORS—Mayor Leland Larrison is shown standing in front of 
pictures of 16 former Mayors of Terre Haute. The pictures were found by Mayor Larrison 
in a closet at City Hall, refurbished and “are now hanging on the south and west walls of î 
the mayor's office. The pictures include top row from left, James B. Edmunds, Henry Fair. | 
banks, Joseph M. Wildy, Benjamin F. Havens, James B. Lyne, William H.“ Armstrong, | - 
Jacob C. Kolsem and Frank C. Danaldson. Bottom row, from left, Alexander Thomas, Grafton ~~ 
William H. Stewart, Chambers Y. Patterson, James 
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TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


Hook, William ” 
Martin. Photo. | 


Terre Haute Has Had 35 May 0۲5 
Since It was Chartered i in 1832, P 


By PAT BARNES 


. Tribune Staff Writer 


Pictures of several former 
Mayors of Terre Haute are now 
hanging on the walls in the 
office of Mayor Leland Larri- 
son. 


Mayor Larrison said he found 
the old pictures in a box located 
inside a closet at City Hall and 
decided to clean them up. The 
old pictures were placed in new 
frames and placed on the west 
and south walls of the mayor’s 
office, 


Terre Haute, since being in- 
corporated as a town by the 
Indiana General Assembly in 
January of 1832, to the present 
has had 35 mayors. 


The 1832 act of the Indiana 
General Assembly set up a 
“president and trustees” for the 
town of Terre Haute. The town 
was divided into five wards and 
one trustee was elected by the 
people from each. 


This system of government 
continued until 1838 when an- 
other act by the Indiana Gen- 
eral Assembly granted a new 
charter to Terre Haute which 
provided for the election of a 
mayor and 10 councilmen. This 
vote was accepted by local citi- 
zens in March of that year. 

Special Election 


A special election in Terre 
Haute was conducted and in 
May of 1838 Elijah Tillotson was 
elected the first town mayor. | 


Tillotson resigned the post E 
mayor on Aug. 10, 1838. . 


Another special election was 
held and Dr. Marcus Hitchcock 
s elected town's mayor in 
Se ptember of 1838, only to re- 

m the post in June of the 

wing year. 


ΠΠ 
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FORMER TERRE HAUTE MAYORS—Mayor Leland Larrison is shown standing in front of 
pictures of 16 former Mayors of Terre Haute. The pictures were found by Mayor Larrison 
in a closet at City Hall, refurbished and are now hanging on the south and west walls of 
the mayor's office. The pictures include top row from left, James B. Edmunds, Henry Fair. 
banks, Joseph M. Wildy, Benjamin F. Havens, James B. Lyne, William H. Armstrong, 
Jacob C. Kolsem and Frank €. Danaldson. Bottom row from left, Alexander Thomas, Grafton 
F. Cookerly, Albert Long. William H. Stewart, Chambers Y. Patterson, James Hook, William 
J 


κ. Edvards and Eliya iloson. >* kao of be Lange Martin Photo. 
و‎ Rice Ns ^E 
Net Σέν: ἐκ 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


VIGO COUNTY ۱۰ مان‎ LIBRA, 


TERRE HAUTE, ۶۸ 


Brittain M. Harrison was 
elected mayor on June 4, 1839, 
and served as the town’s chief, 
executive until the office af 
mayor was abolished on Feb. 9, 
1843. 


The office of mayor was abol- 
ished in 1843 by an act of the 
Indiana General Assembly. En- 
forcement of ordinances were 
left to magistrates while other 
duties were transferred to the 
نے‎ ἘΝ of the common coun-| 
cil. 


This system of government 
for Terre Haute continued for. 
the next 10 years. 


In April of 1853, Terre Haute 
became incorporated as a city. 

"The first city election was 
held and William K. Edwards 
was elected mayor of the City | 
of Terre Haute on May 30. 

Edwards was a legal advisor 


to Chauncey Rose, local philan- 
thropist. A total of 752 votes 
were cast in the city election! 
and Edwards polled 573 of the 
votes. He defeated B. M. Harri- 
son who received 179 votes. Ed- 
wards served as mayor until 
May 7, 1855. 


Mayor James Hook 


James Hook was elected may- 
or in 1855 and served until 1856. 
The old Hook school on North 
Fourth torn down several years 
ago, was named for him. 


In 1856 Chambers Y. Patter-| 
son was elected mayor and held 
the post until 1860 when he re- 
signed to become circuit court 
judge. 

A special election was held on 
Nov. 19, 1860, and William H. 
Stewart was elected mayor to 
serve the unexpired term of 
Patterson. 

Albert Lange, a member of 
the Republiean Union Party, 
was elected mayor on May 9, 
1863. Lange School, 1400 Lafa- 
yette Ave., was named for the 
late Mayor Lange. 

Elected mayor in 1867, was 
Grafton F. Cookerly, a Demo- 
crat. 

He was succeeded by Alen- 
ander Thomas, a Republican, 
in 1871. Thomas was re-elected) 
in 1873 and served in the post of 
mayor until 1875. 

James B. Edmunds, a Demo- 
crat, was elected in 1875, but 
died in office after serving two 
months of his second term. Six 
former Terre Haute mayors 
served as pallbearers at Ed- 
munds funeral. i 

Elected to fill the vacancy 
created by the death of Ed- 
munds in 1877 was Henry Fair- 
banks, a Republican. Fairbanks 
died after serving only nine; 
months in office. 

Joseph M. Wildy, a National- 
ist, served as mayor from 1878 
to 1879. 

Then elected was Benjamin Ha- 
vens who served from 1879 to 
1881. 

The next two years saw 
James B. Lyne, a Republican, 


serve in the office as mayor. 


mnn Ee ڪڪ‎ 
elected in 1922 and was re- 


peached shortly after taking of- 


From 1883 to 1885 William Ἡ. fice. 


Armstrong, a Republican, was 
mayor. 


Frank M. Buckingham, a Re- 
publican, and former city clerk, 


Jacob C. Kolsem, a Demo-|who was city controller at the 


||erat, was mayor from 1885 to time of Bidaman’s 


1889. 


impeach- 
ment was named to the mayor’s 


In 1889 Henry M. Griswald| post. 


was elected mayor but died the 
first year in office. 


In 1908 James Lyons, a Dem- 
ocrat, was elected mayor. He 


James M. Allen was elected to} served until 1910. 


fill the unexpired term but re- 


signed after serving only two D 


months as mayor. 

Frank C. Danaldson, a Re- 
publican, was then elected may- 
or and served in the office until 
1892. 

Another Republican, Fred A. 
Ross, was elected in 1892 and 
served as mayor for the next 


SİX years. 


Henry C. Steeg, a Democrat 


for which a city park located 


at 14th St., and Wabash Ave., 
was named served as mayor 
until 1904. Steeg Park was re- 
cently re-named Gilbert Park. 
Many local residents still refer 
to the park as “Hobo Park." 


Bidaman Impeached 


Louis A. Gerhardt, another 
emoerat, served from 1910 to 
1914. 

Donn M. Roberts, a Demo- 
crat, was elected mayor in 1914 
and served in that office until 
Feb. 22, 1915, when he was 
convicted on a federal vote 
fraud charge and sentenced to 
three and one-half years at the 
U. S. Federal Penitentiary, Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kan. He was re- 
leased from prison in 1919 and 
returned to Terre Haute. He 
died Aug. 3, 1936. 

James Gossom, a Democrat, 
who served as city controller 
under Roberts was named may- 
or to fill the unexpired term. 

In 1918 Charles R. Hunter, a 


elected in 1926. 

Wood Posey, a Democrat, was 
elected mayor in 1930, and dur- 
ing his term of office the Indi-, 
ana General Assembly enacted | 
a law which said that mayors 
would be elected on odd num- 
ber years, Thus, Posey served 
an extra year as mayor of 
Terre Haute. 

Samuel E. Beecher Sr., a Re- 
publican, who is still living, was 
elected mayor and served one 
term. 

He was succeeded by Joseph 

. Duffy, a Democrat, from 
1940 to 1944. 

Vernon R. McMillan, a Re- 
publican and well known Terre 
Haute businessman served as 
mayor from 1944 to 1948. 


Then came Ralph Tucker, a 
Democrat, who is the only other 
surviving mayor besides Beech- 
er. He served as mayor from 
1948 to 1968, the only five-term 
mayor in the history of Terre 
Haute. 

Following Tucker’s 20-year 
term the city reverted to a Re- 


The following mayor, Edwin|Republican, was elected mayor|publican administration and 
J. Bidaman, a Republican, was|and served to 1922. 
Ora Davis, a Republican, was|the mayor of Terre Haute. 


elected in 1904, but was im- 


elected A. Leland Larrison as 
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TERRE HAUTE - MAYCRS 


Elijah Tillotson 1638 Joseph P. Wildy, 1883 
William K. Edvards, 1853-55 William H. Armstrong, 
James Hook 1855-1856 1883-1885 
Chambers Y. Patterson, 1856-61 J=cob Kolsem, 1885-89 
^ , 
ασ H. 512014 ছা Ibert Lang, 1863-1867 Frank C. Dahaldson, 1889- 
Ua Nov 14, $¢0-Graften F. Cookerly, 1867-71 ۴ ۰ ۳۶ 
ἃ fll ৮4৮৮৫ ” i Alexander Thomas, 1871-75 Frederick A. Ross, 1892- 
D fe #1 James B. Edmunds 1875-77 হও 95. cd. 1898 
D My Henry Fairbanks 1877-78 ۳ ۸ 


|5۵ -43 Benğamin F. Haven, 1879-1881 
James P. Lynde, 1879 
James H. Allen 1891-92 , 
Henry Griswold, 1892 | 


TERRE HAUTE - MAYORS (ecntinued) 


Henry C. Steig , 1898 to 1904 

Edvin H. Bidaman f. 1904 - 1906 1906 

Frank M. Buckingham 1906 finished Bidaman's term, to 

James Lyons 1906- to 1910 "De یم‎ at 

Louis A, Gerhardt (Dem) 1910 to 1914 32 ی ه ہم ؟‎ at 

Donn Marlbrough Roberts (Dem) 1914- to 2-23-1915 

James Murrell Gossom (Dem) 2-23-15 to 1918 (Youngest) 

Charles R. Hunter (Rep.) 1918 - to 1922 

Ora D. Davis (Rep. ) 1922-1930 Held office longest 

Wood J. Posey (Dem) 1930 - 1935 5 yr. Gov. McNutt 

Samuel Beecher (Rep.) 1935 - 1939 

Joseph P. Duffy (Dem.) 1939 - 1943 - 

Vernon Ream McMillan (Rep) 1943 - 1948 ext. to 5 year 
by State Legislature, 

Ralph Tucker (Dem) 1948 --- Jan. 1, 1968 


TERRE HAUTE MAYORS (continued ) 


Leland Larrison (Rep) 1968... 1872. 
William 61০০৭ (Dem) 1402. — 


REFERENC Vigo County Publle Library 
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fron.the rule of Enzla ria waged by the Ameriesn ` 
colonies,beginning 1776,sn6 the war ror Lhas 
pendence in minicinal sovernmənt fro the mig ns 
cf the 1091 bi-partisan machine, wersd by the 
Citizen's Independent 8702ی(‎ oP Terre Haute, 


strikingly 
beginning 1909 are ,in many ways ,eberild-eiy 
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machine orjerei British troops tc massacre the . 

American patricts at Lexington.Then same open ᾿ =~ 
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revolt.in America. ۱ : 
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growing worse and worse Ordoren the political 


Terre Haute the bi-partisan machine 
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The Independence movement of T776. snd the In- 
dependent League movement of 1909 comienced in 


revolt ,éut they scon নিরব 
تلاصا‎ “να. gaet y 


de patriots cf 176 liked to be "regular"; they ` ^. 


৮৫ τ μὰ 
‘Tha patriots of 1909 alsc Liked te be "regular": 


. x. i 33 


they warm loath to break wits air political 
parties.But ‘in the minds of poth Right was more 
important than"Regularity! 


The men who signed the Declgration of Indepen- οὶ 


dence of 776 and pladzed to it their "lives , 
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emy. They were at the tine of signing without 
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The men who siznea the Declarat 
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dence of 1909 and plained töemselves to fir 


— —— —— A — M — Án ہے‎ 


for it also entered UCN s difficult and dar- 


SoTous war with a strong ,unsorupulcus end re- 


lentless enemy.They „toc, wcre et the tire yithou' 


a standard besrer;practicailye without an crgan- 


izaticn. 
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AS in ?76 so in 709 the men who signed said 
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to sach other : Ye must hans together or we 
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will hang separately".But £hey were brave men 
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aná did nct falter. { 
It was a long tins after the colonial Declara- 
s zə tion of Independence before the colonies form 


4 ed a real central -governmant’ and selected 2802৫ 


Washington as presidant. So also it was a long : 
time after the Terre Haute Daclótion of İndepen- | 


dence before tne gitizen's Ind^pendenee League , 


completed a re&l central crzanization and selec- 


ted ‘Les P Whitnoy oz Mayor. 
1 | 
And yet in the meantime thousand? cf men had 
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lar: tion of 109 arraigns the bi-partisan machine 


for plécing in office a justice cf the peace 


who flagrantly sets aside am election law "whole 


some end necessary to the public . ۳" 


Y 3 4 pua 
The Decluticn of σε arraigus some of the King’s 


| (5)! ۱ ə 
judges ;s6 cbse does the Leolkoetion cf 909. 


এ 


The De tleraticn of TERA +a 1 free Kine AA 
di GA .. 


"taking avay sur eherters™ me ning colentel তি তই 

ru t Y ٢ ۱ 

Charters. Tia tenlefation of ۱۵۵ assails tha bi 
۱ 


ü 


2 i 
partisen machine far takin? auüy our runieipci 


frenchises without adequete 2omnonsution. 
What is a bi-partisan, meshine?.It is τ gs. ا‎ 
| { 
ation of political ১০:৭৪ and special intarests 
meamoers of noth the من‎ ic and 3858500 1 1 
perties having a sənət undarstpnáias or werking 
agree-ent to divide &astoin spoiis of ۶1۶و‎ | 
and protect certain special ir 
whether Lemcer-ts or Pepuplieens vin. These speci 
interests mey cöhsern municipal 
profits made by non-anforeansant of the ۶۰ 
Bi-rartisen wáchonas flourish in many cities. One 
of the worst in h story wes that heeied by 2ro- 
xev and Platt. 
Is there not aise & parallel cetw en tue vey 


Vashinsben TAS chosen president am t e y 


Whitney vas 


| Sought toe اناو‎ Faer vad, to Se 1۱7563 tc 

| its responsibilities end. aan yielded to 

| tunity solely in 5 the publica s 
ν | the best c^ his ebility. | ۱ 

| It is nct my purpose to say unkind things 

| Of sithar Hr. ahe পি ο INL uzu am 


But vow republicans FAC hevei ravoltad in 5 


large numbers sey Hr. Yorsely sot rion as 


sheriff ,and not satisfied with that nas 
So fond of public of iee he is spendin: learre 


3 < 
sums in a frantic اه‎ to bacone Mayor. YOu 


4 


roe 


A ᾷ 
E 1 8 


for the hishest. office in the rift of th 


۱ 
| 
| 
| 

«il $ | | 3 

A [ | seem to think this undiznified for yn espirant 

| people of this city.YOu hove un idee Bet a 
| 


| Mayor such &s cur great and sroving rity des 
| servras to have and "ust have if it rehlizes 


۲ m m t mes + ۲ A 3 oO ERES tee i 
1 its xreat possibiiities,mest—he»e exceptional 


T 


executive abilities Youn «as 


— SR 


৮০৮54 


: f 


558 no special qualifier tints for this nien 


7 
- 1 
2۲109 except his extrece ihsiğe to οὗ uny 
i 
“ni that scie of his gSsscoistes and boon com 


oanions era not such as toseonmmend him for an 


offica of this unvsunl oharaotor 


Gerhardt 


And we Lemccrats say EERE thet ur. Forsely 


t- 


And sll men know یہ 61ن‎ thay Move Lhe gQanöcr 
“o sey it or not thet the bi-nurtisan machine 
vent too far when it ncminateq for Mayor of 


this city a man who hes spant ‘the specter pert 


of his business career ss & slocon keener d 


3 


à 


not s law-abiding one either. 


i 
ter mhather kr, Horsely or Mr. Warhar 


ted the bi-partisan machine wind una the peopl 
دوه‎ They’ Knew Curtrar that triage men will 


, iF θ]οσἴξη Qas prectically all 


۱ 


E 


under the bi-partisan system must take office 


" 
7 
E 


—————À— —- 


"s us = 29 

purtand “with oblizat + 1005.70 will be γ1ε8-- d 
1 

bared with political تو ا ا‎ liens, judgments ^] ^ 
رع او می‎ ina and writs qot sap1a8.Even with 
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to save what Terre Banta needs. ۱ R 
On thejcther hand Mr shitney is pres. Ee is s 
weighted with no onr پا‎ dd mi il inpart 383-5 
ly consistently and 55 enforce the 4 
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MAYORS 


REFERENCE Gazette pe ح3‎ 7 


Ex-Mayor Alexander Thomas d. this week 7 


17 diff men have filled the office of mayor from time vas 
incor as a city in 1853, up to time Mayor Ross vas elected, 7 are 
living at the pres, time: 


1. Henry M. Griswold, elected by countil to succes Mayor Allen 

when بطم‎ latter died. 2 
2. Frank C. Dan&olSon who sseved from 1889 to 1891. ( Daneldsen ) 

3. J. C. Kolsem, from 1885 to 1889 

4. Wm. H. Armstbfhg, 1883 to 1885 

5. James B, Lyne, 1881 to 1883 

6. B. F. Havens, 1879 to 1881 

7۰ J. M, Wildy, who vas elcted tala spec. election to fill out 
unexpired term of Henry Fairbanks who died while in office, 
April, 1878. 


Armstrong, nov res of Indpls. engaged in surgical istrument 
business. Also memb. of bd, of trustees ISU schl. 
Lyne, with sons, engaged in stove bus. Dubois Co, 


deceased: 
Wm. K. Edwards, lst mayor, elected 1853 
James Hook 
Chambers Y. Patterson 
Wm. H. Stewart 
Albert Lange 
Grafton F. Cookerly 
Alexander Thomas 
James B. Edmunds 
Henry Fairbanks 
Je M. Allen 


Treasurers-- 4 living 1897: 
John Paddock, 1871-77, now res Denver 
Hugo Duenweg, 1877-83 
James Fitzpatrick 1885-89 
Wm. H. Hauck, 1809-80۷ 
Others were: 
Thos Houghton 
A. E. Taylor 
James B. Edmunds ( who in course of few s, filled each of 
offices of Mayor, tres & clk) 
J. M, Random 
J. C. Kester 
E, D. Carter 
C. A, Goodwin 
Marcus Schoemehl 
Chas. A. Robinson 
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TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


pg. 2 Mayors etc, 
Clerks ( 13 since 1853) 6 living 1897: 


Capt. E. Β. Allen (Daily Express0 

John F. Gulick ( recently retired and in Calif.) 
Frederick Schwingrouber ( retired Hoboken, J.J.) 
Eugene V. Debs, lbr. Social Democracy 

Geo. W. Davis, inmate Marin Ind. Soldgirs' Home. 
A. C. Duddleston of T.H. 

Others were: 

James B. Edmunds 

Isaac N. Coltrin 

Joseph H. Blake 

Thos, P. Gordon 

Warren Harper 
Dan. L. Vickeğry 
John B. Tolbert 
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T. H. 126-Year History 


Of Mayors. Outlined 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK. 


Terre Haute was incorporated as a town by virtue of an act of the General 
Assembly approved January, 1832, under the name and style of the ‘President 
and Srustees of the town of Terre Haute.” 

The town was divided into five wards and one trustee was elected for each. 


for each. 

These trustees elected the 
first municipal officers of the 
town who were president, 
James B. McCall; clerk, 
James T. Moffat; assessor, 
Charles G. 
Taylor; treas- 
urer, Samuel 
Crav ford, 
constable and 
collector, Wil- 
liam Mars. 

This system | 
of govern- : 
ment  contin- 
ued until 1838 
when, by act 
of the Legis- 
lature, ἃ ΠΕΝ DOROTHY J. CLARK 
charter was 
granted which provided for 
the election of a mayor and 
ten councilmen. This charter 
was accepted by a vote of 
the citizens in March, 1838. 

In the following May, 1839, 


an election was held for may- | 


or and councilmen. Elijah 
Tillotson was elected the first 
mayor of the town of Terre 
Haute. 


In 1843, the office of mayor 
was abolished by a special 
act of the legislature, the en- 
forcement of the ordinances 
was left to the magistrates 
and the other duties of the 
mayor were transferred to the 
president of the common 
council. 

So many readers call me 
for information about who 
was mayor in what year that 
I decided to research the mat- 
ter and keep a special file on 
the subject. 

Elected in May, 1838, Elijah 
Tillotson was mayor until he 
resigned Aug. 10, 1838. In 
Sept. 9. Dr. Marcus Hitchcock 
was elected only to resign in 
June, 1839. On June 4, 1839, 
Brittain M. Harrison was 
elected and served until the 
office of mayor was abolished 


_on Feb, 9, 1843. 


Under the new Constitution 
of the state of Indiana, a gen- 
eral law was enacted in 1852 
which provided for the incor- 
poration of cities, authorizing 
towns having a population of 
three thousand inhabitants 
and upward to become incor- 
porated. 


City Incorporated 


In April, 1853, Terre Haute 
became incorporated as a city 
under this act and the first 
city election was held May 30, 
1853. William K. Edwards, 
legal adviser to Chauncey 
Rose and other prominent 
citizens, was chosen the first 
mayor of the city of Terre 
Haute. Of the 752 total votes 
cast, Edwards received 573, 
while B. M. Harrison received 
only 179. 

Mayor Edwards served un- 
til May 7, 1855, when James 
Hook was elected. He was fol- 
lowed in 1856 by Chamhers Y. 
Patterson who served until 
1860 when he resigned to be- 


come Circuit Court judge. 

A special election was held 
Nov. 19, 1860, and William H. 
Stewart was elected to fill the 
unexpired term. Mayor Stew- 
art held the office until May 
9, 1863, when Albert Lange 
(for whom Lange School is 
named) was elected. 

Mayor Lange was followed 
in 1867 by Grafton F. Cookerly 
whose term ended May, 1872. 

A city directory of that 
period stated that the afore- 
mentioned six men “having 
successively served as mayor, 
conducted the affairs of the 
municipality with credit to 
themselves and to the satis- 
faction of the people.” 

Alexander Thomas (R) was 
elected in 1871 and re-elected 
in 1873. James B. Edmunds 
(D) became mayor in 1875 but 
died after serving two months 
of his second term. Six ex: 
mayors acted as pall-bearers 


| at his funeral. 


Henry Fairbanks was elect- 
ed to fill the vacancy in 1877 
but he also died in office after 
serving only nine months. One 
source lists Joseph M. Wildy 
(National Party) as mayor 
1878-1879 while another his- 
torian states that on May 7, 
1878, Wiliam K. Edwards was 
elected to fill the vacancy. 

Mayor Benjamin F. Havens 


(D) served from 1879 to 1881 


when James B. Lyne (R) was 
elected. William H. Arm- 
strong (R) was mayor in 
1883-85. Jacob C. Kolsem (D) 
served from 1885 to 1889 when 
the office of mayor went to 
Frank C. Danaldson who 
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served until 1892. In that year, - 
Fred A. Ross was elected and - 


served for six years. 
C. Steeg was elected in 1898 
and his administration carried 
the city through the turn of 
the و‎ UE 


ΝῊ 


Henry 


In 1904, Edwin J. Bidaman 
was elected. Next came 
James Lyons in 1908 to be re- 
placed by Louis A. Gerhardt 
in 1910. World War I was be- 
ginning in Europe when Donn 
M. Roberts was elected in 
1913. On Feb. 22, 1915, James 
M. Gossom, city controller, 
assumed the office of mayor. 


The United States was in 
that “war to end all wars" 
when Charles R. Hunter be- 
came mayor in 1918. Four 
years later, Ora D. Davis was 
elected (1922) and was re- 
elected in 1926. In 1930, Wood 
Posey was elected and served 
five years. It was at this time 
the State Legislature enacted 
the law to elect mayors only 
on the odd number years, not 
at the same time the Governor 
was to be elected. 

Samuel Beecher Sr. served 
as mayor from 1936 to 1940. 
Joseph P. Duffy served from 
1940 to 1944 with this country 
engaged in World War ۰ 
Vernon R. McMillan took of- 
fice in 1944, serving until 1948 
when Mayor Ralph Tucker 
was -elected and in 1965 is 
serving his fifth term in that 
office, the longest term of any 
mayor. in Terre Haute’s his- 
tory. 

Prior to 1840, it is very dif- 
ficult to arrive at any definite 
idea of the political pary di- 
visions in this area. Early 
citizens were Whigs, pro- 
slavery Democrats and: Free- 
Soilers. Down into 1865, the di- 
vision of parties here was be- 
tween the Whigs and Demo- 
crats, then the American 
party and Democrats, and the 
Republicans and Democrats 
came really to be the two 
parties only in 1860, when 
voters well knew they were 
voting on the question of civil 
war. = ” 
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T. H. 126-Year His 


Terre Haute was incorporat 
Assembly approved January, 183 
and Srustees of the town of Terre Haute 

The town was divided into five war 


for each. 

These trustees elected the 
first municipal officers of the 
town who were ‘president, 
James B. McCall; clerk, 
James T. Moffat; 
Charles G. 
Taylor, treas- 
urer, Samuel 
Crawford; 
constable and 
collector, Wil- 
Jiam Mars. 

This system 
of govern- 
ment contin 
ued until 1838 
yhen, by act 
of the Legis- 
μα a new 
harter was b 
əd which provided for 
the election of a mayor and 
ten councilmen. This charter 
was accepted by a vote of 
the citizens in March, 1838. 

In the following May, 1839, 
an election was held for may- 
or and councilmen. Elijah 
Tillotson. was elected the first 
mayor of the town of Terre 

te: 
Bü 1843, the office of mayor 
was abolished by a special 
act of the legislature, the en- 
forcement of the ordinances 
was left to the magistrates 
and the other duties of the 
mayor were transferred to the 
president of the common 
council. 

So many readers call me 
for information about who 
was mayor in what year that 
1 decided to research the. mat- 
ter and keep a special file on 


bjett. 
7555 1838, Elijah 


assessor, 


DOROTHY J. CLARK 


Elected in May, 1 
Tillotson was mayor until he 
resigned Aug. 10, 1838. In 
Sept. 9, Dr. Marcus Hitchcock 
was elected only to resign in 
June, 1839. On June 4, 1839, 
Brittain M. Harrison was 
elected and served until the 
office of mayor was abolished 
on Feb. 9, 1843. 

Under the new Constitution 
of the state of Indiana, a gen- 
eral law was enacted, in 1852 


which provided for the incor-. 


poration of cities, authorizing. 
towns having a population of 
three thousand inhabitants 
*and upward to become İncor- 
porated. 


” 
۰ 
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City” Incorporated 
In April, 1853, Terre Haute 
became incorporated ab a city 
under this act and the first 
city election was held May‘ 30, 


1853. Willigm K. Edwards, 
: legal adviser to Chauncey 
Rose: and other prominent 


citizens, was chosen the first 
mayor of the city of Terre 
Haute. Of the 752 total votes 
cast, Edwards received 573, 


_while B. M. Harrison received 


only 179. 

Mayor Edwatüds:seryed un- 
til May 7, 1855, 
Hook was elected. He 
lowed in 1856 by| Chambers ۰ 
Patterson. who | served until 
1860 when he resigne | to be- 


kal 2 


as fol- 
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ed as a town by virtue of an act of the General 
2, under the name and style of the 


^ 


“A Le,“ 
7 


“President 


ds and one trustee vvas elected for each. 


come Circuit Court judge. 

A special election was held 
Nov. 19, 1860, and William H. 
Stewart was elected to fill the 
unexpired term. Mayor Stew- 
art held the office until May 
9, 1863, when Albert Lange 
(for whom Lange School is 
named) was elected. 

Mayor Lange was followed 
in 1867 by Grafton F. Cookerly 
whose term ended May, 1872. 

A city directory of that 
period stated that the afore- 
mentioned six men “having 
successively served as mayor, 
conducted the affairs of the 
municipality with credit to 
themselves and to the: satis- 
faction of the people.” 

Alexander Thomas (R) was 
elected in 1871 and re-elected 
in 1873. James B. Edmunds 
(D) became mayor in 1875 but 
died after serving two months 
of his second term. Six ex- 
mayors acted as pall-bearers 
at his funeral. 

Henry Fairbanks was elect- 
ed to fill the vacancy in 1877 
but he also died in office after 
serving only nine months. One 
ysource lists Joseph M. Wildy 
(National Party) as mayor, 
1878-1879 while another his- 
torian states that on May 7, 
1878, William K. Edwards was 
elected to fill the vacancy. 

Mayor Benjamin F. Havens 
(D) served from 1879 to 1881 
when James B. Lyne (R) was 
elected. William H. Arm- 
strong (R) was mayor in 
1883-85. Jacob C. Kolsem (D) 
served from 1885 to 1889 when 
the office of mayor went to 
Frank 'C. Danaldson who 
served until 1892. In that year, 
Fred A. Ross was elected and 
served for six years. Henry 
C. Stceg was elected in 1898 
and his administration carried 
the city through the turn of 
the century. 
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In 1904, Edwin J. Bidaman 
was elected. Next came 
James Lyons in 1908 to be re- 
placed by Louis A. Gerhardt 
in 1910. World War I was be- 
ginning in Europe when Donn 
M. Roberts was elected in 
1913. On Feb. 22, 1915, James 
M. Gossom, city controller, 
assumed the office of mayor. 

The United States was in 
that “war to end all wars” 
when Charles R. Hunter be- 
came mayor in 1918. Four 
years later, Ora D. Davis was 
elected (1922) and was re- 
electcd in 1926.. In 1930, Wood 
Posey was elected and served 
five years. It was at this time 
the State Legislature enacted 
the law to elect mayors only 
on the odd number years, not 
at the same time the Governor 
was to be elected. 

Samuel Beecher Sr. served 
as mayor from 1936 to 1940. 
Joseph P. Duffy served from 
1940 to 1944 with this country 
engaged in World War II. 
Vernon R. McMillan took of- 
fice in 1944, serving until 1948 
when Mayor Ralph Tucker 
was elected and in 1965 is 
serving his fifth term in that 
office, the longest term of any 
mayor in Terre Haute’s his- 
tory. 

, Prior to 1840, it is very dif- 
ficult to arrive at any definite 
idea of the political pary di- 
visions in this area. Early 
cilizens were Whigs, pro- 
slavery Democrats and Free- 
Soilers. Down into 1865, the di 
vision of. parties here was be- 
tween the Whigs and Demo- 
crats, then the American 
party and Democrats, and the 
Republicans , and Democrats 
came really to be the two 
parties only in 1860, when 
voters well knew they were 


voting on the question of civil 
War. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


TERRE HAUTE, H2DLAXMA 


